
 
 

February 14, 2019.  

For immediate release. 

Stevensville, Montana.  The former Bitterroot Wedding Association today announces a major expansion 

of its regional footprint and member base, and a new business name to better reflect the group’s 

enlarged scope and impact. The organization’s new d/b/a is the Western Montana Wedding 

Association. 

 Effective immediately, the Association will cover a significantly larger region, welcoming 

members from as far east as Cascade County, north to Flathead County, south to Beaverhead and 

Madison Counties, and west to the Montana-Idaho border. 

 The Association serves two stakeholder groups:  1) wedding businesses and vendors, and 2) 

prospective clients of those businesses, including engaged Montana couples, as well as couples 

travelling from other states and countries for a Montana “destination wedding.” 

 In addition to the expansion, the Association also announces:  

 Plans to move the Association’s 5th Annual wedding showcase, the Montana Made Wedding 

Fair, to Missoula in Fall 2019. The wildly popular event had outgrown its former space in 

Hamilton, and the Association anticipates significantly increased participation by businesses and 

brides alike. As in the past, this event will partner with The Bridal Haus Wedding Boutique, 

allowing attendees to shop consigned wedding décor, gowns and more.  

 Plans for a 64-page magazine to publish in Fall, 2019, showcasing the unique advantages of 

getting married in our region and showcasing member vendors. 

 A new logo 

 A newly refreshed website at www.westernmontanawedding.com, serving as a research hub for 

prospective brides and grooms to find reputable wedding vendors. Member categories include 

planning, catering, ceremony and reception venues, photography, floral design, luxury 

transportation, guest accommodations, cakes and desserts, videography, DJs and bands, gowns 

and formalwear, tailoring, stationery, gifts, officiants, and many more.  

 An updated social presence on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 

 

 In operation since 2014, the Association initially focused its efforts on the burgeoning Bitterroot 

Valley wedding industry, with member base concentration spanning from Sula to Lolo. Due to interest in 

Missoula and Mineral Counties, several members from those areas were also permitted to join, 

beginning in 2017.  The organization’s operating model was transformed to a non-profit 501(c)(6) in 

2018, and it is governed by a Board of Directors selected from the membership. 
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 The catalyst for the ambitious expansion is market demand. The regional wedding industry is a 

star performer in economic development and tourism attraction across Montana in recent years, 

because Montana’s breathtaking natural landscapes, diverse experiential offerings for guests, and the 

relaxed, uncrowded, unhurried pace under the Big Sky are magnetic for brides following these national 

trends: 

 smaller, more intimate weddings with fewer guests, but larger budgets 

 preference for outdoor weddings and receptions 

 greater breadth of guest experiences, often spanning entire weekends, and including activities 

such as hiking, horseback riding, river rafting, sight-seeing, and fishing 

 popularity of themed weddings, including Western, farm, travel, barn, elegant wilderness, 

adventure, county fair, mid-century modern, rustic and the like 

 eco-conscious weddings   

 Out-of-state and out-of-area guests typically pair wedding attendance with a full-blown 

Montana vacation. National parks, small towns and cultural attractions fuel their Montana explorations, 

as they spend time and money on lodging, restaurants, gas stations and other non-wedding-specific 

businesses, creating a significant financial ripple effect across the state. 

 Association member Ryan Bradshaw, owner of RMF Entertainment, a Missoula-based DJ 

company, says, “Our business growth has been dramatic, and when outdoor wedding season hits, we 

can’t catch our breath. The Association is a great ‘finder’ tool that gives clients peace of mind that all the 

members are legit, reputable businesses.” 

 Member Cindy Smith-Putnam, owner of Stevensville’s Flower Farm Weddings & Events, agrees, 

saying, “Most calls and clicks I get start out on the Association website. And it’s where I’ve met everyone 

who refers to us. As we expand, I don’t worry about competition with other venues, because there’s 

more than enough demand for us all. This just puts us all under one convenient umbrella, and helps me 

be more effective with Flower Farm’s marketing budget.” 

 Concurrent with announcing the new name and enlarged area of operation, the Western 

Montana Wedding Association today launched a membership drive that will continue throughout 

February, targeting wedding businesses from the newly-added counties, as well as renewals from 

existing and past members.  

FAST FACTS ABOUT GETTING MARRIED IN MONTANA 

 In 2017, there were 8,276 weddings in Montana, according to The Wedding Report. 

 According to The Knot’s “Real Weddings Survey,” Montana ranks 3rd in most affordable states to 

get married.  

 In 2018, the average cost per Montana wedding was $21,179.  (The most expensive place to 

marry was Hawaii, at a typical cost of $39,078 per wedding.)  “The Cost of a Wedding in Every 

State,” USA Today, August 22, 2018.  

 Montana consistently ranks in the Top 10 among states where couples seek to marry, annually. 

(Nevada - Las Vegas, Hawaii and Arkansas are first, second and third, respectively.) 

 The annual overall contribution of the wedding industry to Montana’s economy exceeds $175 

million, and that’s before the ripple effect of commerce generated alongside each wedding 

(guest lodging, area activities, non-wedding food and beverage, fuel, and Montana vacations. 
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